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Left: the unaltered scan (Embassy of the Free Mind copy via Source Library) with its Hebrew transcription. Right: English. Rows marked "unverified Source Library
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scan; still an Al-assisted draft, not a scholarly edition.
o

-
Only verified pages are shown here. The full section with every page is in ../04-Book-of-the-Angel-Raziel _scan-pp016-101.html. Reading order alternates within each
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verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear].

[GAP NOTE: p23 (folio 1) ends with the catchword "that Abraham” (07772XWw),
but this page begins differently, and p25 appears to carry the folio letter>. One
opening seems to be missing from the photo set between p23 and p26. Nothing has

been supplied for it.]
Book of Raziel the Great

...that they praise him, and he should not praise himself, as it is written: "Let a
stranger praise you, and not your own mouth” (Prov. 27:2). But to his fellow and
his disciple, so that he may learn from his ways, he may praise himself, as it is said
"and I was blameless with Him" [Ps. 18:24; printed 117"X1, unclear], "for I have kept
the ways of the LORD" (Ps. 18:22); "the utterance of the man who was raised on
high" (2 Sam. 23:1). And likewise "By what [merit] have you prolonged your days?"
— and he told them by what he had prolonged [them], so that they too would do

[so].

And do all the commandments in secret, "and walk modestly with your God" (Mic.
6:8). But if you do [them] so that they will learn from you, do [them] before all —
for example tefillin and tzitzit and Torah study (N"N), for the envy of scribes
increases wisdom. And [do] commandments — and whatever you can do of
commandments, do for the sake of Heaven, as it is said "If you are righteous, you
are righteous for yourself” [cf. Job 35:7; Prov. 9:12]. And every commandment that

has no one to occupy himself with it, occupy yourself with it.
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And set the love of your Creator in your heart and the fear of your Rock on your
face; and be quick to do the commandments with joy. And do not speak idle words
— in any place, and all the more in the synagogue, where the Shekhinah is opposite

you; sit in awe before Him and direct your heart to give thanks to Him.

It is not enough that you refrain from transgressions about which there is shame
before people for those who do them, even if no man saw — because he fears lest
people know and he be ashamed. Rather, all the transgressions that others (0*71X)
do and you do not do — your reward is double. For every man may look at the face
of the king and at the face of a woman: certainly it is a commandment to see the
face of the king, for "your eyes shall behold the king in his beauty” (Isa. 33:17); but
women it is forbidden to look at, as we say in the first chapter of [tractate] Avodah
Zarah, that it is forbidden to look even at an unmarried woman, all the more a
married woman. If you restrain your spirit and do not look at the faces of women,

your reward is double and redoubled.

And know that whoever multiplies words brings himself to sin. And reckon the loss
[incurred by] a commandment against its reward. And let all your deeds be for the
sake of Heaven. "And it is good that you take hold of this" (Eccl. 7:18) — more
than they — to take care. And if you do so, "happy are you in this world, and it will
be well with you" in the world to come (cf. Ps. 128:2). "My help is from the LORD,
maker of heaven and earth” (Ps. 121:2).

THE SECRET [large initial] of the LORD is for those who fear Him (Ps. 25:14):
this is the secret of the Work of Creation. Rabbi Isaac said: [The Torah] need not
have begun except from "This month shall be for you" (Exod. 12:2). And why did it

open with "In the beginning" (Bereshit)? Because it is said: "The power of His
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works He told to His people” (Ps. 111:6). And all this He did so that they might
know and understand and comprehend His great and awesome works, and bear

witness that there is none like Him and none beside Him.

And I will write the book which is called "Secret” (T10), to make known the might
of the Creator of the world. And happy is the one who knows — for everyone who
knows His mystery and fears the LORD is assured that he is a son of the world to
come. And I will write for you by heart [unclear: 1718 211] the gates — all that is
above; and he will know the unity of the Glory. And set your heart on His awe and

bow down to Him, for He is One and there is no second to Him, blessed be He.

ALEF [large initial]: this is the Holy One, blessed be He, and He is first and last,
and He is King over all the world, and there is none like Him. For just as the alef is
the head of the letters, so the Holy One, blessed be He, is head of all the angels.

The alef is "one" (7MX), which is a small number, for there is none less than it; ribbo
(X127, ten thousand) is a large number. Alef at the head of the word: TMX; alef at
the end of the word: X127. And from 71X He said 77, and from 127 ,X127 — as it is
written in Ezekiel "and one (77X) spoke to one" [unclear: printed ?X 71X 727
I; cf. Ezek. 33:30 70X NX 777], and in Daniel it is written "and ten thousand
times ten thousand (j11271271) stood before Him" (Dan. 7:10). So the alef falls away
that is at the head of the count of one, so that it says 777; and the alef at the end of
X127 falls away, so that it says 127. And He made known to the sons of man that He
is One and there is no second to Him, and He is first and He is last — like alef,

which is at the head of the count and at the end of the count.

And further: alef is at the head of a-b-g-d, and alef at the end of O-U-D-X p-1-w-N

[i.e. its value 1 = 1000 counted back]; and its name is read with three letters, that is,
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1 [catchword]

7"5X: and X' is among the letters of the throat; aiiap) among the letters of the tip of
the tongue and in the middle of the palate; 9" among the letters of the lips. Thus
alef [is] at the head of the swallowing-passage, that is the throat; and it is in the
middle of the palate and all the tongue; and its pronunciation ends at the lips — to

make known to you that He is One: first and middle and last.

And the alef turns its face away from the other letters, to tell you that the One of
His world, when He created the world, turned His face away from the world, as it is
said "and He saw that there was none, and he will not consider” [unclear]. Because
He foresaw the destruction of the Temple, and said: "I have no satisfaction in My
world; I will hide My face from it." Know it: for at the beginning of the creation of
the world He hinted at the destruction of the Temple; for the 2" of Bereshit is large,
to say: I’WX1 "1 — this is the Temple, of which it is written "a throne of glory, on
high from the first (N7X77), is the place of our sanctuary” (Jer. 17:12).

And He opened [with] "and the earth was tohu and bohu" (Gen. 1:2). The middle
word [1°71, "was"] [unclear: printed >"N "°13] hints at the First Temple, which
stood 410 years; 11’77 in gematria is 420 [printed 7"N], hinting at the Second
Temple, which stood 420; tohu and bohu — 830 (") [printed], hinting at the
two Temples, both of which stood 830 — that is, 410 [and] 420. This is "and I will
dwell (*N12u7) in their midst” (Exod. 25:8): 121 is 410 [unclear: printed >N 12w
7"N W NPMIX °NIDW D1]. In several places the destruction of the Temple is
hinted at.

And now, with M"¥X7 1, to make known that at the beginning of the world the
destruction of the Temple was mentioned — that all He created will be destroyed,
"and the LORD alone will be exalted” (Isa. 2:11). [unclear: printed 23] 2" is an

expression of "house” (1°2). And He created everything [as] two, for everything has



a pair: two worlds; heaven and earth; mountains and hills; seas and rivers;
Gehinnom and the Garden of Eden; Leviathan the slant serpent [and the twisting
serpent]; sun and moon; male and female; wicked and righteous. And for man: two
eyes, two ears, two nostrils, mouth and tongue, two hands, two feet, ribs on this
side and that; and the fat-tail is divided into two, for one sinew divides it — to let
you know that everything has a pair. Therefore He opened with 2' — apart from
Him, for He is One in His kingdom, blessed be He.

And therefore the name is said [to be] alef, at the head of the letters; and X' at the
head of the epithet Adonai (*3"7X); but yod at the head of the choice Name m"i7.
And this [unclear: printed X171] is the vowel-sound "ah", [and] melo-pum
(D1DX5N, ie. shuruq/vav), to make known that He created His world with ten
utterances, full of everything. And further, the vowel of X' [with a point] above;
[of] vav, a point below. X' with qamets, and X' with patah; X' with hatat-qamets; X'
with hataf-patah; X' [with] *'. The seventh [unclear: 1"2%] — above, the sound of
X', to make known that He is Unique above the seven firmaments, and He rules

over all.

(Another version: and therefore His name is Alef, and the name Ehyeh (71"71X),
which is the beginning of the ten Sefirot from above to below, and Adonai, which is
the end of the ten Sefirot — they begin with alef. And X' is head of all the letters,
and the end of the letters is P" 7w, like clay of a seal, to show that it is all one; for in

these letters is the sound of all the holy names.)

And that yod is at the head of the choice Name 71"177°: because one cannot write X'
without the beginning of a yod; and also all the vowel-movements and the sound of
a letter cannot be without yod and vav: for yod [is] holam, or melo-pum, or hiriq

"onomen oo _n

—or"a","i", "u" [printed X *X X] — to make known that with 1" were created the



ten Sefirot, and the middle world, and the lower world. And X' itself is shva, tsere,

patah, hirig, holam, melo-pum, hataf-patah; [the] line [under it] is patah...

[Catchword] two (1)
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verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic].
[Header] Book of Raziel the Great - [folio] (10)°

[continuing from the catchword "two" (°3¥) on p26:] two descend [unclear:
printed ]777] — it is shva; it is hataf-patah, the line; if yod is below, it is gamets;
with yod above — >"1n — it is holam; with the yod in the middle of the line it is
melo-pum; if it is under the line it is hiriq; without a line, shva or tsere; with the
line, three — itis segol. And X' in itselfis> "1 "' [i.e. yod—vav-yod], like the number
of the Name HVYH (26 ,1"177), to make known that the LORD is One and
created everything — the upper, middle and lower world and their fullness; and
there is no vowel-movement or sound without Him, blessed be He, for He is

Unique above the seven firmaments and He rules over all.

And it was recognized [unclear: printed 1327 X371 777227 71X 92X 12’3 M| — one
God out of many myriads of myriads — years at the beginning of the world, and in
the worlds that you see, in them and with them splendor and majesty. And He said
in His heart: there are no human beings who recognize the glory of His kingdom; I
will create a world that passes away and comes to an end, so that they may
understand and lay to heart My awe and serve Me in truth and with a whole heart,

for their good all the days.

And when He created the earth, He brought forth everything — a spirit (717) from
the spirit of His holiness, and it is the head of all creatures. Just as a man speaking

brings forth breath (117) from his mouth — therefore there is no spirit [unclear:
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printed D°7¥UI MM X M7 1°K], the winds are not held back, as is found in

tractate Ta'anit and in Sefer Yetsirah.

Thus from His speech: spirit, fire and water. When a man speaks he presses the lips
hard to bring out a sound, and sparks go out with the breath; therefore it is said
"like a hammer that shatters the rock” (Jer. 23:29), and sparks of stones go out, and
fire strikes the sparks that come from the mouth. Therefore it is written "Is not My
word like fire?" (Jer. 23:29). Thus the voice of a man strikes [unclear: printed DX
WX 01771 0°1 M7] — spirit and water and the heat of fire; all the more He who
speaks, a consuming fire (Deut. 4:24). Therefore it is not said how fire, water and
spirit were created, for "it is the glory of God to conceal a matter” (Prov. 25:2).

Therefore we bless over water "that all came into being by His word."

Ten Sefirot belimah: one — the spirit of the living God (0”11 D°712X 1M17); this is the
spirit of life, the uppermost spirit of all spirits. And it is the great Mother, and from
her came forth all the generations; and she is praised above all the roots and has
lineage [unclear: printed 21X 12 712 NOMPN1] — strength [Aram.? 91°X] — for all
the fathers and also the generations; and her offspring are more praised than the rest
that remain: spirit, voice and speech. It is the spirit of life which is called the Holy
Spirit (WMpPn m17).

And it is written "And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the wind (7M77) of the day” (Gen. 3:8). But are not all sounds from the
wind — like the hinge of a door, and the axle of a wagon, and the axle of a millstone
wheel, and the sound of a shofar? But this voice is not like the voice of speech, as it
is said "And the LORD God called to the man” (Gen. 3:9): thus spirit, voice and
speech. And the voice came "in the wind of the day" gently, so that he could hear

completely [unclear: printed 0°2v”] without fear; for He speaks to man only
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according to his strength, what he can hear. And He spoke to His prophets in every
place gently, "as a man speaks to his fellow”, as it is written "And the LORD spoke
to Moses face to face” (Exod. 33:11).

And the voice is heard but not seen; therefore it is called bat kol (17 N2). And it is
like a man walking among mountains in a valley, and the mountains above are
pitted with holes upon holes [D*7121]; and when the man speaks, the speech enters
with the wind into the holes — that is to say, those holes of the mountain — and
when he is silent the mountain answers him all the words: if he speaks in a loud
voice it answers in a loud voice, and if low it answers low; and there is nothing there
but wind. And in this way they hear a bat kol. And when it came to Elijah, it was
revealed in wind, in a low voice, as it is written "and behold the LORD passing by,
and a great wind ... and after it a still small voice (7P 717207 21p)" (1 Kgs 19:11-
12).

Daniel: "And I heard the voice of a man" (Dan. 8:16). At the giving of the Torah [it
was] "a great voice” (Deut. 5:19), and it was divided into ten voices, as it is written
"the voice of the LORD in power" (Ps. 29:4), and it is written "like the sound of
waters, like the voice of Shaddai when they go” (Ezek. 1:24), and it is written "and
the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude” (Dan. 10:6) — thus all the
powers. And it is written "By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and
by the breath of His mouth” (Ps. 33:6): thus speech and spirit. And it is written
"and with the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up” (Exod. 15:8), and it is
written "You blew with Your wind" (Exod. 15:10), and it is written "and His breath

like an overflowing stream” (Isa. 30:28).

And from it He gave recognition [unclear: printed 7°277] to the creature of His

hands, as it is said "and You made him a little lower than God (2°112X)" (Ps. 8:6).
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[no catchword visible]

And itis called a lamp (73), as it is written "The soul of man is the lamp of the
LORD" (Prov. 20:27), and it is written "and He breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life" (Gen. 2:7). But of the beast "and He breathed" is not written, only
"Let the earth bring forth living soul (7°11 w21)" (Gen. 1:24). So too man is superior
to every beast and animal; and beasts and animals [have] living soul, superior to
plants and grasses, of which "living soul” is not said. The soul of man is above every
living thing on earth: the soul of life, a pure spirit, a breath of life from the LORD;
itis "the lamp of the LORD", and it knows knowledge and counsels and schemes,
and hears and sees and tastes and smells and feels in all the body, and seeks the
affairs of the body; "for the soul of all flesh — its blood is in its soul” (cf. Lev. 17:11,
14). "The soul of all flesh is its blood."

And it is the spirit whereby [a limb] dries up: one limb, the hand or the foot, or he
becomes deaf or mute — from that spirit. And if one limb is cut off the man does
not die, but the limb takes its share of the soul away. And if he is strangled he dies
[printed N7, sic for NN at once, with his blood in him; and if he is killed, he does
not die from the blood but because of the spirit that blows in its joining. And what
is written "its blood is in its soul” is when they are joined, that is, the spirit blows in

its joining.

When he eats and drinks [his] desire, the sinews of the soul [17°377 wB1] open their
mouths and the windpipe [111P] grows warm, and from much heat the food is
digested, and the residue [unclear: printed N?9] in the food enters the sinews,
and from them the soul is sustained; they warm the blood [printed 0°7777, sic for
0°N711] — this is "blood in his soul.”

The soul is divided into two parts: inner — [the] middle [ones] [unclear: D°1121]

— and outer. The inner is the heart, which receives from it all its desire: for if it sees



a pleasant thing and desires it, if its owner can do its will, the heart rejoices
continually in fullness of joy, and the mouth is filled with laughter from the
thoughts of the heart about the thing, and in doing its will. And if its owner cannot
do its will, the heart mourns and is angry, wrath and fury, and thinks of nothing
but that thing. The heart is love, it is hatred; and all wisdom and knowledge and
scheming and thought and reflection [come] from it. And by this matter you will
understand that it dwells in its lodging within the brain [unclear: printed mmn7
2571]; the heart is quiet and asks of it knowledge and understanding and more, deep
matters, and fulfils its desire from it. And when a man is weary and faint, at once
sleep falls upon him, and in a dream it increases, and he does not know whether he
is awake or asleep. And the middle one is the tongue, and the outer the hand. And
voice and speech sleep and are weary; but the inner does not sleep — only half the

soul [goes out] from the throat [unclear].

AND YET [021X), large initial word]: a man who is asleep and is woken suddenly,
and the body is startled, and over his heart flutters like a small bird — that is the
soul which has returned. And if it returns of its own will, he wakes without alarm,
as near dawn; then the soul is in its lodging. For all comprehension of wisdom and
understanding in the brain of the heart is called inner; the middle is the tongue,
which tells the secrets of the inner heart, whether good or bad — supplication and
prayer and request. For were it not for the tongue that tells a man to his fellow in
speech, he would not know between good and bad. The heart thinks, as it is said
"My heart overflows with a good matter” (Ps. 45:2), and the tongue tells; and they
are inner [and] middle [printed 0°1121 N°12°13].

[No catchword visible at the foot of this page.]
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speech. For voice without speech is like the voice of beasts and birds — it is of no

use; for they too do not understand, but they recognize everything: a male and his

mate, every bird after its kind, every beast after its kind. And every voice is not

speech, but every speech is voice; and every voice is from spirit (717, wind/breath),

but not every spirit is from voice; and there is no creature without spirit. And all
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who have spirit have a voice. If [some] appear to be without voice — like fish and
scorpions and crabs, which have no voice — one cannot say it is because they are in
water, for frogs are in water and they have a voice: here [unclear: printed 1X?17] the
frog has a throat and has a voice; but fish, scorpions and crabs are without voice

because they have no throat. And there is no creature without spirit.

full scan image - full-res original (spread) But this spirit, praised and treasured, was given only to man — the middle [faculty]

to speak clear words, as it is said "and You made him a little lower than God" (Ps.

8:6) — for he has an image, and likeness [printed M7, for M7, knowledge and

¥ Hebrew transcription (read from scan)
21777 PX°11 100 [header]

scheming, the thought of the heart, and the habit of the tongue, and the use of
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strength in his outer limbs.
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The superiority of man over the beast, and the superiority of the beast over plants:
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for the beast recognizes its owner, knows satiety, joys and hunger, recognizes its
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food, and has the power to walk; but it has no reflection and human thought about
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the affairs of the world, nor even thoughts of eating and drinking; and it lacks the
habits of the tongue. And it surpasses the plants of the field, for the plants of the
field have no spirit but only their growth; and [the plant] lacks, compared with
man, joining and use [unclear: WNWN1 MIri], and compared with the beast,

walking and spirit.

From spirit is the spirit of prophecy, which is called "the spirit of God" (2>112X 17),
for itis a gift of God with added wisdom, as Pharaoh said: "Can we find such a one
as this, a man in whom is the spirit of God?" (Gen. 41:38). Behold Jacob: from
much grief over Joseph the spirit of prophecy departed from him, and he was like a
man bewildered, and said "my way is hidden from the LORD" [cf. Isa. 40:27]; and
when he heard that Joseph was in Egypt his heart turned from its thoughts, "and
the spirit of Jacob revived” (Gen. 45:27). Everywhere it is written "and the spirit of
God was upon him", it is the spirit of prophecy or the spirit of might. Everywhere it
says "the word of the LORD", it is speech, as in "And the LORD spoke to Moses."
There is no speech without spirit; [there is] spirit [unclear: printed M7717] without
speech; and in speech, the spirit of might, as with Othniel son of Kenaz, "and the
spirit of the LORD was upon him" (Judg. 3:10), and with Jephthah and with
Samson and with David: "the spirit of the LORD" is the spirit of might.

The spirit of prophecy, at times the prophet does not know what he is saying; but
the hearers understand at the time he speaks. When the soul directs itself with
musical instruments and melody and turns [printed 21WN] to the fear of God, the
spirit of truth comes upon him; but in sadness an evil spirit terrifies him. Therefore

let the heart rejoice in the love of its Creator.

The spirit of prophecy: as with Elijah and Elisha and Moses and Joshua and the

elders. The spirit of wisdom: as with Bezalel. The ministering spirit of the Holy
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One, blessed be He, and a wind that set out from the LORD; "and the LORD
turned a very strong west wind" (Exod. 10:19); "and behold a great wind” — these

are His messengers [printed 1MW, sic for PM?2?], as "who makes His angels
winds (MM7)" (Ps. 104:4).

But in the matter of Ezekiel: "and the spirit lifted me up” (Ezek. 3:12-14), "and the
spirit of the LORD carried me" — that spirit is the bearers of the high throne
[unclear: printed X"°11 D7 XO°2 MXW”177], and is carried with the Hayyot, as it is
said "wherever the spirit was to go, [they went]" (Ezek. 1:20), "for the spirit of the
living creature was in the wheels (Ofanim)" (Ezek. 1:21). For every time the Holy
One, blessed be He, was revealed in the power of the might of His Chariot, the
Hayyot and the Ofanim — by His power Ezekiel was lifted. For it is not found that
the spirit lifted him before the Holy One, blessed be He, was revealed to him.
Second: "then the spirit lifted me, and the sound of the wings of the Hayyot
touching” (Ezek. 3:12-13) and "the spirit lifted me" — this is the first time and the
second time; "and the likeness of their faces” (Ezek. 1:10) — these are the faces.
"And the spirit lifted me" — and the third: "and the glory of the LORD went up
from the midst of the city” (Ezek. 11:23), "and the spirit lifted me" [unclear: 7"771],
"and the glory of the LORD came into the House" (Ezek. 43:4-5).

And all study is with the voice, and the voice of a man rises from his spirit. And
every letter [has] six sounds, for example: X qamets, X patah, X tsere, X shva, X
shurug, or holam — "light" (71X), from "luminaries”, "adder” (>1149¥), "man”
(07X), "if he washed" (y117 OX), "if the way" (77771 OX), "I [am] light" (71X *1X)

[unclear: example words as printed].

Thus the X' has six sounds. Among the simple letters, 15 [1"19], to each one — for if

you remove from the alphabet the seven doubles, which are N"792 7"32, there
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111 [catchword]

remain 15 letters of the 22 letters; and each letter has six sounds: from [these]
sounds, thus 15 letters, each letter six sounds, they are 90 sounds. And for the seven
doubles, with dagesh and with rafe, [it] is 84 [7"D, printed 71"D]: for the seven letters
N"1927"12 [printed 77213 2% — unclear] have six sounds with dagesh [and] with
rafe also six sounds — thus twelve for each of the seven; thus they are 84. [Total]
174 [printed 7"0? unclear] — 22 letters, 174 [7"Up, printed 71"Ui?] sounds.

[unclear: the printed numerals do not all agree. ]

The spirit of man ought not to lift itself in pride, but let him consider his Maker,
who is First of all the first and Last of the last, "and He is One, and who can turn
Him back?" (Job 23:13), and dwells with the crushed and lowly of spirit (Isa.
57:15). And when a man sees for himself that his body was formed from filth, from
adrop of seed, and was made [unclear: printed 72 N72°Ni7 U2 2"X] like a piece
of flesh, and spirit was breathed into it [unclear: 0’37 '], and bones were formed in
it and the sinews stretched, and the sinews saturated with blood, and the bones
filled with marrow [printed M3, sic for 1M731], and clothed with skin [printed TIX,
for Mu]; and how the form of the face was formed, and the stature [printed N1*P1];
the nose and nostrils, how they are pierced in front to the throat, to breathe and to
smell; and his ears to hear; the sockets of the eyes; and the features of the eyes, of
how many colours; and the pupils of the eye and the eyelashes; and the mouth
[printed 7797, sic for 119i71], and the throat and the palate and the tongue, how it
is drawn out; and the lips to open and close and to swallow [unclear: Mu?N721];
and the jaws, and the two doors of the mouth, the place of the teeth, and two lips
like a curtain over them; and the rest of the joints of hands and feet, and the cavities
of the body, and fingers and their knots, and nails — how they differ one from
another; and he was imprisoned [printed OX ’X1] nine months in the belly, and
came out naked and blind and lame [unclear: M291], deaf, crippled. Let him say to

his heart: Who opened your eyes? Who opened your ears? Who put speech in your



mouth? Who gave you power of walking and the use of hands and feet, and wisdom
and understanding? And in the days of your youth, who blackened the hairs of
your head? For if you wash with every kind of natron and soap, you cannot blacken
one hair, and you cannot whiten even one hair; and in your old age all your hairs

will whiten.

(Behold, fire and air and water and earth were all created together at the beginning
of his formation. His flesh and his bone and his skin and his sinew and his veins and
his membranes and all that was of him grew all at once — not this by itself and not
that by itself, but all together and one nature — as with a pot of fire [unclear:
printed WX N7°?] one sees a great light rising, and red [flames], and flame from the
fire. And the air is the wind; and the water and the earth: for at the word of the
Creator the moist was gathered and collected from part of them and became water,
and the moisture of the water was separated from it and became earth; and the air

which was separated

[Catchword] from it (1311N)
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verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic].
[Header]| Book of Raziel the Great - [folio] (11) &

[continuing from the catchword "from it" on p28:] from it the moisture; fire was
made — the matter of removing the moist; and when the heat became fire, there
remained air, which in itself is hot and moist.) This is "Know this day and lay it to
your heart” (Deut. 4:39) — who made all these? God (2°712X) made [them], to

whom there is none like; He made, and He created all and fills all.

The spirit of a man is in the heart — the heart that "sprouts" [unclear: printed
2525177, for all thoughts are in the heart; without the heart there is no wisdom, as
it is said "For the word is very near to you, in your mouth and in your heart" (Deut.
30:14). Therefore they are called "heart” (27), to say: count from the 2’ of Bereshit
to the 9" of "all Israel” [the last word of the Torah] — thus 29. Therefore Sefer
Yetsirah begins "With thirty-two (2"?) paths of wisdom" the world was created.
And let the heart think: the Holy One, blessed be He, created me, and is with me in

all my existences, and awakens me.

And He created from the drop of my father and my mother a golem in which there
are ten things, these: skin and flesh and sinews and bones and marrow and blood
and hair and nails, and the black and white in the eyes. Therefore the Holy One,
blessed be He, gives him ten things of His own, these: soul (772%/1); the form of the
face; hearing of the ear; sight of the eye; smelling of the nose; utterance of the lips;

the habits of the tongue; use of the hands; walking of the feet; wisdom and
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understanding.

The spirit of man bears the whole body, as the wind which goes around the whole
wortld — to say that man is a small world (Jup 0?117). And there is no air without
wind. Therefore let a man think: "Happy am I that I was created in image and
likeness, and He gave me speech to serve the King of Glory, and gave me a spirit
which, at every time of my sleep, is entrusted in His hand — if He wishes, He takes
[it] from me [unclear: printed 1717]. How shall I sin? And I will serve before Him
in joy and gladness, and set aside the pleasures of this world for my delights [printed

>117u7] in the world to come.”

There are six sounds: X X X X X X — corresponding to six constellations sunk in
the sphere: six rise by day and by night and their light shines, but they are not seen
by day because of the power of the sun; and sometimes they sink and sometimes
rise. So the kings, six, among the cantillation accents serving above — zarqa, revi'i,

gershayim, etc.; below, six — etnahta, tevir, etc.

"He made alef king over spirit (7117), and bound a crown to it, and combined them
one with another, and formed with them: air in the world, moisture [printed 7177]
in the year, and the body in the soul — male and female: male with "X, and
female with D"WX" [cf. Sefer Yetsirah 3:7]. Explanation: He made alef king at the
head of speech, and the combination of the letters one with another, all of them
with X'; and made them two forms: and builds with "X 'X, and the second
0"WX. "And He formed spirit from His spirit, and formed with it air in the world,
and moisture in the year, and the body in the soul" — everything that is in the
middle: for to it [unclear: printed 17 >3] the three of them were created from spirit
— from the chest and the heart, which is the body [1"13] that mediates between the

belly and the head. And He begot the breath of spirit in everything that exists: male
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with "X, and female with 0"WX.

There is in the air of the world that which makes [things] sprout and begets and
makes fruitful the females, among creatures, among plants, among fruits; and there
is moisture which begets and makes the females sprout, among creatures, among
plants, in everything. And everything that has a body — behold "X and D"WX.
"And the spirit of God fills all."

And He cleared the air of the world to be a void (7217), so that the world would live
by the blowing of the spirit; for without void and air no creature could live: for if it
were shut up in a narrow place it has no air, and if there is no air there is no spirit,
and they would die at once. Therefore with the spirit of His holiness He filled every
void in all four directions (117717). This is "and by the breath of His mouth all their
host" (Ps. 33:6). And the spirit is the breath of life. Therefore it is formed with the
Alef of spirit [unclear: 777 M?X32]: for a man cannot say X except by opening his

mouth when he brings forth breath.

The spirit [comes] from within the heart, in the middle of the belly, for from there
the breath goes out; and likewise the breath from the nose, which is in the middle
between the eyes. And the spirit goes out from the heart, which is in the middle
between the windpipe and the lung — for the Holy Spirit goes out from the
Throne, which is in the middle between the loins [unclear: printed 13N1077]; this is
the spirit of God. So the Ark is in the middle between the loins [printed NN,
from where spirit goes out to the prophet. And under the Throne of Glory is a
hollow like a nut, which is hollow beneath it, and there are the spirits, as it is said
"and the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD your
God" (1 Sam. 25:29). And it is arranged in the hollow of the mouth, the palate and

the tongue — for there is a height in the palate like a ship, and in it the spirit; and a
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M7 [catchword] - 1 [signature]

spring under the tongue, like the rivers around the Throne. And that thereis a
hollow like a nut under the Throne of Glory — this is "I went down to the garden
of nuts" (Song 6:11). (Gloss: this is the depth of the Chariot.)

Therefore "and He flew upon the wings of the wind" (Ps. 18:11), for they are light.
For the spirit is head of all creatures, and the spirit rules only in a spacious place
(rM7); therefore it is called 7.7M17" at the head of the word mM17: the spirit [unclear:
printed M7¥] of a man is in his head, and from there it goes out, in which it was
breathed, as it is said "and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life" (Gen. 2:7)
— "breathed into his nostrils” spirit. And it is written "and the spirit of God
hovered over the face of the waters" (Gen. 1:2): this is the spirit of man, for he lives
[unclear: printed >171°2] (2"PNN) 930 years — like M7 in its full spelling, 11 &'
n"m, in gematria 930. And every place where it is written "the wind [printed 7>7]
of God", this is a strong wind, in which the prophet feels that the Holy One, blessed
be He, walks.

M7 backwards is M7, "hole” (this is "he put his hand in by the hole", Song 5:4). 1717
in Atbash is 1"D0 [sponge], for the wind has small holes like a sponge; and when the
wind blows [printed M71], rain comes down little by little to the earth. This is "He
makes His wind blow, the waters flow" (Ps. 147:18).

THE MATTER OF THE SPIRIT/WIND AND ITS POWER

RUAH (m7) [large initial word] — three letters. Three times the wind went out
without measure: in the days of Job [unclear: printed 71”1 177°9X 21X — Job,
Elijah, and Jonah?]. And the wind does three things: it breaks rocks, and tears apart
mountains, and brings forth fire; as it is written of Elijah: "a great and strong wind,

tearing the mountains and breaking the rocks before the LORD" (1 Kgs 19:11);



and it is written in Ezekiel "and behold a great wind ... and a fire flashing" (Ezek.
1:4).

Resh at the head of 17, and 7" in small reckoning is 2 [i.e. 200], for the wind goes
round for two hundred years, as it is said "round and round goes the wind, and on
its circuits the wind returns” (Eccl. 1:6). Vav in mM7: for six (1') aspects of spirits were
said of the Messiah (Isa. 11:2): 1 spirit of wisdom, 2 spirit of understanding, 3
counsel, 4 understanding [711120), sic; the verse has 77123, might], 5 knowledge, 6
fear of the LORD. Het in M7: there are eight (11') kinds of spirits:

1. The spirit of vengeance: "My spirit shall not abide [17” X?]" (Gen. 6:3).

2. The wind that blows in the world, as it is said "and the spirit of God hovered”
(Gen. 1:2).

3. And the spirit of an angel, as it is written "and not in the wind of the LORD" [cf.
1 Kgs 19:11], and Targum Jonathan [renders] "with angels of the wind" [Aram.:
X177 X2XD13, sic for >2XPn1]; "the Shekhinah [Aram.] of the LORD"; "who
makes His angels winds” (Ps. 104:4).

4. The spirit of human beings, as it is said "God, the God of the spirits" (Num.
16:22).

5. And a broad spirit to do judgments: this is "a spirit of judgment” (Isa. 28:6).

6. With a spirit that sees imaginings and is frightened: this is "and the spirit of God
terrifies him" [cf. 1 Sam. 16:14].

7. A spirit of ruthlessness (MX>74), which fears no one; even a weak man has a spirit

of ruthlessness; and this is

[Signature mark] - [Catchword] and the spirit ()
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verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic].
[Header] Book of Raziel the Great

[continuing from the catchword "and the spirit" on p27:] "and the spirit clothed
Amasai” (1 Chr. 12:19).

8. The spirit of the prophets, as it is said "and I will put My spirit upon her [sic; cf.
Isa. 42:1 'upon him']"; "the spirit of Elijah [rests on Elisha]" (2 Kgs 2:15); "and the
spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him" (Isa. 11:2); "I will pour out My spirit upon
all flesh” (Joel 3:1).

Thus eight kinds of spirits.

"And He made [alef] king" — [the word] alef is an expression of aluf, "chief™: for
the Holy One, blessed be He, makes a weight for the spirit (Job 28:25) of the
knowledge [printed NU77] of human beings: there is [knowledge] in Scripture,
there is in Mishnah, there is in Talmud, there is in Aggadah, there is in derekh erets
(worldly conduct), there is in secrets [printed ’172] — this is "to make a weight for

the wind."

"Male with W"nX": for the n', which is the middle between alef and shin, is
exchanged in Atbash for > [printed 1"’] — thus WX [becomes] ¥’X, "man”. "And
female with D"WX": for 1" is exchanged for i7" in the alphabet [called] "1 1"12"X
Nn"711"7 — thus TWX, "woman", from OWX.

Just as letters stood out and shone in the Urim and Thummim, so before the
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creation of the world there were letters standing out in the Torah. And when the
letters WX stood out [printed DWX — unclear], then a strong air was created,
which raises men of strength, and males more than females, and large and fat fruits.
And when DWX stood out, a weak air was created, raising weak ones, and females
more than males, and lean fruits. Therefore there is an air that raises weak ones and
more females and lean fruits; and there is an air that raises mighty ones and more

males and fat fruits.

And because the spirit goes out from the spirit of His holiness, all the life of man is
the breath of spirit. Therefore "God" is mentioned with "spirit" more than with
anything, as it is said "and the spirit of God hovered” (Gen. 1:2). For from the
moisture of the spirit came water, and from the power of water came fire. And they
have an example in the world: if a man blows into his palms they become moist; and
it is known that if water is heated in a clean glass vessel and they put it in the sun in
the season of Tammuz in lands whose air is hot, it can kindle [unclear: printed
1’7 NW12] — and so fire from stones [unclear]; [and] if one heats water in a
kettle [O1MPM1?] and it boils in it many days, he will find at the bottom of the vessel

something like pieces of stone. This is reasoning of the mind.

And further: the spirit is the strongest of them all, for they all depend on the spirit,
and the spirit depends on the word of the Holy One, blessed be He. And of all of
them "creation” is written: as it is written "He creates the wind" (Amos 4:13), and it
is written "and the waters that are above the firmament ... He commanded and they
were created” (Ps. 148:4-5), and of darkness and light, "He forms light and creates
darkness" (Isa. 45:7). Why "and the spirit of God hovered over the face of the
waters"? To make known that the spirit is over the waters. Therefore do not wonder
that in the days of Elijah "a [cloud] like a man's hand rising from the sea” (1 Kgs
18:44) — for the wind is there.
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And further, "and the spirit of God" — this is the spirit of His holiness, and this is
the air of life which He brought forth from the spirit of life, which He created for
His glory: the air where the holy [Name? unclear: printed WTpi1 O] is; and from
that spirit all the spirits were created. It is found that spirit is the head of all
creatures below and above; and in the four directions (MmM17) of the world there is a
wind in each one of them, for in all four corners of the world there is real wind,
which blows every day. This is what is said in Sefer Yetsirah: "Spirit from spirit —
He engraved and hewed in it [unclear: printed 71971 M72] ... comprised and mixed
in three": in it real wind, and moisture, and warmth. For spirit went out from the
spirit of His holiness, and from the spirit went out water, and from the water fire.
This is water from the spirit; and wherever there is water, there is the wind, as it is
written "and the LORD drove the sea with ... wind” (Exod. 14:21).

For in the beginning the work of the waters was by means of spirit: for by spirit the
moisture and dampness of the air was made; He gathered the waters of the
dampness to one side and hewed from it tohu — the green line that surrounds the
whole world, like the green [scum] on the face of the water; and bohu — these are
the slimy [unclear: MN219717] stones, and from the dampness sunk in the deep

[tehom], the waters go out.

From 1" water was created; 1" is water (0°1), and reversed toward the earth, for
there is water. And 1’ is silent [N7117]: when a man pronounces it, it is used
between the lips — a sign for waters which are silent. And 7' is at the beginning of
the letters of MPn ,PUN , PN , 1121 ,0°N (water, spring, source, fountain, pool).
And because the waters came out from His holy word, all purity is in a pool of
water (i1171). The Holy One, blessed be He, is called Miqveh three times: twice
"the Hope (Mpn) of Israel, the LORD" (Jer. 17:13; 14:8) and once "and the Hope
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1"w21 [catchword]

of your fathers, the LORD" (Jer. 50:7). Therefore a miqveh is three cubits in
height; PN in gematria [is] 40 [unclear] — 40 se'ahs.

And it says in Sefer Yetsirah: "He made 1" king, and bound a crown to it, and
combined them one with another, and formed [printed 12°X1] earth in the world,
cold in the year, and the belly [printed 1171, sic for 121] in the soul — male and
female.” Explanation: He set 12" at the head of speech, and the combination of the
letters together, and made them two utterances, and called the one 7"X7 and the
second X"Wn; and formed earth in the world, which is springs of water and cold;
and the belly in the soul — because of food, cold is begotten. Male with &7"Xn, and
female with X"Wn. There is earth that begets things, whether among creatures or

among grasses or in anything, for there is a female for everything.

And as a man who speaks in the rainy season, which is cold, and his breath is warm,
there is moisture in the vapour of his mouth — so, may He be exalted, His speech is
"a consuming fire" (Deut. 4:24); from the moisture of His speech water came out.
Therefore it is not said how they were created; therefore it is written "the voice of
the LORD is over the waters” (Ps. 29:3). They were the first to receive the King
with praise, and said "Mighty on high is the LORD" (Ps. 93:4).

And the Torah is likened to water, as it is said "Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to
the waters” (Isa. 55:1), for it was counsel-giving [printed Mxu1’n] in His work and
purifies those who study it. Therefore forty (1) days Moses received the Ten
Commandments, and afterwards [unclear: printed 77°77] another forty days —
twice ' and the Ten Commandments [*']: thus [40 + 10 + 40] 0°. And from the
moisture of the speech the whole world was filled with water, and the spirit hovers
over them. From water, fire; and water from the spirit of His holy speech. And

from the power of the heat [came] fire, and from it [the place] under the Throne



was hewn, as we will explain.

And the ] is open upward: this is fire, which is turned toward the heavens
(0°nw), which are of fire; and it hisses [MP121] in its pronunciation, making a
sound heard — a sign for fire: at the time of its burning it gives out a sound. And
the shin [goes] upward like a lamp: when it is extinguished, the flame rises upward
to the place it came from. And it is called 1" — an expression of change (1°W).

They are the heavens.

And it says in Sefer Yetsirah: "He made 1"¥ king, and bound a crown to it, and
combined them one with another, and formed with them heavens in the world,
heat in the year, and the head in the soul — male and female." Explanation: He
made 1" king over fire and engraved it at the head of speech, and the combination
of the letters, and made them two utterances, and called the male X" and the
female D"XW; and formed heavens in the world of fire, and heat in the year, and the
head in the body — for from the brain [printed M1, sic for MN7T] heat is
begotten; and there is heat in the year, and it is decreed from heaven to beget and

make sprout among creatures, males and females.

1"W, an expression of change. The " has three branches, and it is the head letter of
0’1, in which [are] the sun — fire; and the moon — snow; and its firmament —
black: thus three. In fire there is: the sun like a red coal; the moon like a white flame;
the firmament like a coal that has gone out. 1" — three branches: for with 1" fire
was formed; " [unclear] — for [there are] three: flame and smoke and coal. And
there is no fire without wind, which is blown into it; therefore He joined alef with

shin — WX (fire). With alef spirit was formed,

[Catchword] and with shin (]"&21)
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verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are
marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic]. Numerical passages are kept as printed;

the printed figures do not always add up.
[Header] Book of Raziel the Great - [folio] (12) 2°

[continuing from the catchword "and with shin" on p30:] and with shin, fire. And
shin is an expression of change ("11°w): for the fire of heaven changes, for it
consumes water, as it is written "and the water in the trench it licked up” (1 Kgs
18:38). Because it went out from the spirit of His holiness, therefore fire purifies, as
it is written "Every thing that may come into the fire, you shall pass through the fire,
and it shall be clean” (Num. 31:23). Above, their purification is by fire, in the River
of Fire (Nehar Dinur); and the lower ones, their purification is by water. It is found
that by speech the world was filled — the world [with] spirit, water, fire. This is
W"NX: air (171X), water (D°n), fire (WX); for fire took the waters and brought them
down. For everything seeks water; its function [unclear: 17°221] above, they went

down below; a flame goes up to the place from which it came.

"And the spirit of God hovered over their face” — the spirit of His holiness; and He
took the fire with Him in His partition. This is "and the light dwells with Him"
[Aram.: 7w 700 XN (Dan. 2:22). And now the world was water, and spirit

over the waters, and fire above them all.

And the LORD said in His heart: "There is no glory for a king without an army. I
will create worlds, to make known the glory of My kingdom."” And the King took

counsel with the instrument of His craft — that is, the Torah — as is found in
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Bereshit Rabbah [on] "and I was beside Him as a craftsman (12X)" (Prov. 8:30): the
Torah said, "I was the instrument of the craft of the Holy One, blessed be He.” And
it says in the Midrash: "The LORD by wisdom founded the earth"” (Prov. 3:19) —
there is no wisdom but Torah, as it is written "for it is your wisdom and your
understanding” (Deut. 4:6). This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, created
His world with the Torah. Know it: in the full spelling of 0" 7"2 N"11 — 127
"7 — in gematria 613 (3>N). And it is written "In the beginning (N°wX72) God
created” (Gen. 1:1): there is no "beginning” but Torah, as it is written "The LORD
made me the beginning of His way” (Prov. 8:22). N°X711 in gematria is "7%* 7710"
[Torah formed], to teach you that with the Torah He formed His world.

Know it: alef, one; after it bet, two — thus three; gimel, three — thus 6; dalet, four
— thus 10; he, five — thus 15; vav, six — thus twenty-one; zayin, seven — thus 28;
het, eight — thus thirty-six; tet, nine — thus forty-five. Put that to one side. And
now count: X", thus 100; 9"2, thus 100; 0"7, thus 100; thus 400 [printed N']; there
remains [50] '3; put 3’ with [45] 1"72: thus they are 95; put 95 with 400: thus 495. It
is found [that] 5 is lacking from 500 — this is the five fifths [books] of the Torah. It
is found that the Torah completes the number 500. And the world was created [as]
ajourney of 500 years; therefore with the Torah He formed the world. This is what
is written: "If not for My covenant day and night, I would not have set the
ordinances of heaven and earth” (Jer. 33:25) — Scripture speaks of the Torah, as it

is said "and you shall meditate on it day and night" (Josh. 1:8).

Know that all day he may meditate on the Torah when he counts the whole verse
"Moses commanded us a Torah, an inheritance of the congregation of Jacob”
(Deut. 33:4) in the language of Atbash: its number is 13,000 less 40. That is:
[N:] once [X—] "N is 400 [sic, as printed]; six times D' is 480; three times 7' is
600; five times X' is 450 — thus 1,930 ,770.
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MY:] five times 450 'Y; six times 480 'D; five times 450 'X — thus 1,380 ,iMX.
1%:] twenty times 600 "S; nine times 450 '3; six times 480 'D — thus 1,530 ,117.
] ten times 400 'N; two times 600 'W; five times 450 'X — thus 1,450 ,7wn.
W MN:] ten times 400 1 six times 480 'D; three times 600 7; two times 600 "W
printed 7"N]; five times 450 "X — thus 2,530 ,7wMN.

Nop:] four times 400 'P; five times 450 '¥; ten times 400 'M; two times 600 '7;
once 400 'N — thus 2,250 ,M?17p.

[2P1:] ten times 400 'N; seven times 490 'U; four times 400 'P; two times 600 "W —
thus 1,890.

Thus the sum total: 13,000 less 40.

So in the day there are 12 hours, and each hour 1,080 parts (halagim) [printed
77"NN]; thus twelve times 1,080 is 13,000 less 40 [printed so; 12,960]; and so at

—_— — — — — ——

night. This is "and you shall meditate on it day and night."

Twenty-four books [of Scripture] corresponding to the twenty-four hours in the
day and night. Six orders [of the Mishnah; printed D770 ", sic] corresponding to
the six days of the week [printed N2wi1 °12°]: four orders have Gemara,
corresponding to the four days in the week without the reading of the Torah; and
four [unclear: printed '] orders, the ma'amadot [stand for them]. And in the
Torah was the counsel of the King of the kings of kings, the Holy One, blessed be
He. Blessed be the LORD for ever, Amen and Amen.

BERESHIT [In the beginning; large display word] God created. He opened with 2’
to make known to human beings that with two (2') letters of His Name He created
two worlds, this world and the world to come, as it is said "for in Yah the LORD is
an everlasting Rock” [1°2°3, Isa. 26:4 — printed 0’218 ¥ ‘71 77°2 °2]: this world
with 7', and the world to come with yod. Because the world to come arose in

thought to be created before this world, He put >’ before i'. And if you say: why did
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the Holy One, blessed be He, put yod first in the alphabet [unclear: printed D>7p11
7"1°92"X3 ...]? In order to combine X "7 one; after it 2’ two, thus 3; and ' three,
thus 6; and 7' four, thus 10 (yod); and next to >’ [come] 1" — and this is 1"77’, the

holy Name, as we shall explain in the Gate of the Names.

N 2 [unclear]: this is this world, which has three sides [printed M197, for M127],
like >."2": that it was created with ten utterances, corresponding to the ten
commandments [printed M727, sic for M7I27]. N': this is the resurrection of the
dead. Therefore He opened with it to create His world. And further: 2' turned its
back [printed 7122 7713°0] to alef, to say: Unique One of the world, turn Your face
[away] in Your world. 2" is written next to the destruction of houses and the
destruction of the Temple: "I saw the earth, and behold, tohu and bohu, and to the
heavens... and there was no man” (Jer. 4:23-25). So at the beginning of the world:
"and the earth was tohu and bohu and darkness” (Gen. 1:2).

Tohu: explained as empty (M°327) of every good — empty, as "and in the wasteland
(1mnN) of a howling desert” (Deut. 32:10), a desolate place in which there is nothing
good; as "they went after tohu, which cannot profit or save” (1 Sam. 12:21). And so
"I saw the earth, and behold tohu and bohu", as is written next to it, "I saw, and
behold, there was no man" (Jer. 4:25). So "and the earth was tohu" — [empty] of all
the needs of the world. And bohu — without buildings; therefore "Adam and his
wife hid among the trees of the garden” (Gen. 3:8), for there was no house in the

world.

"And darkness” — these are the clouds, as "darkness of waters, thick clouds of the
skies” (Ps. 18:12); and He called the clouds "darkness" because they withhold light
and darken the sight, as "Behold, I come to you in a thick cloud” (Exod. 19:9). And

when [unclear: printed 1X121] the clouds were created — but real darkness there



was not. It does not say "darkness" except relative to the light which was before;

"and darkness" — and light was not yet created in the world. And what

[Gloss box, beside the Bereshit column, headed "(Gloss)" (71317):]

Up to here, 1" 7"32"X includes [unclear: printed 972] the number [21] 7"X, and
two heads, that is 1X; and with the addition of T' beside [it], thus 28 (17"2) — and
the secret of "Then sang (7’ 1X) Moses" (Exod. 15:1) hints at "the power (11"2) of
His works He told" (Ps. 111:6). Further, the gloss [on] 7" 2"X: the secret of "a mist
(7X) went up from the earth” (Gen. 2:6). And 7"12"X together are ten [unclear];
7"X, with 1"2 in the middle — they are 5, and 5 is I’ [unclear] in small reckoning:
thus the Name Adonai (°37X). And this is the secret of the holy garments — a hint
of "the holy linen (72) garments” (Lev. 16:4); and with the ' in the middle, thus 712
[garment]; in gematria 732 ;7 itself [is] nine; and the initial and final letters, 72, six
— thus 15 [ =1"1].

[Signature mark] 2 1 (Gimel 2) - [Catchword] which said (71Xw)
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verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic].
[Header] Book of Raziel the Great

[continuing from the catchword "which said” on p29:] ...which said "and darkness
was upon the face of the deep” (Gen. 1:2): the clouds, "darkness of waters” (Ps.
18:12), which dwell [unclear: printed 11771, Aram.?] beside the waters. And
turther: the world at its beginning was darkness that had substance in it, like the
matter of "a darkness that may be felt” (Exod. 10:21). There was darkness for many
thousands of myriads [of years]; for there is no beginning. So His world stood,
while the Holy One, blessed be He, [was] in other worlds of His — "no eye has
seen, O God, but You" (Isa. 64:3).

And before the going-out of the Sabbath came, near evening, He gave light, because
the moment was rebelling [unclear: printed *712 UX77] to grow dark like the
darkness of night. And the Holy One, blessed be He, took counsel with His Torah
how to create His world. And the Torah was written on His arm, in white fire upon
black fire; and there were 72 [2"U, printed 73 = 1"4] guarded names of the Holy
One, blessed be He, engraved on His right hand. And He was alone in His world,
"and he looked this way and that, and saw that there was no man"” (Exod. 2:12), and
He desired a world for Himself alone, as it is said "But He is One, and who can turn
Him back? And what His soul desires, that He does” (Job 23:13).

At once He stretched out His hand and took one Name, and brought out of it

three drops of water, and the whole world was filled with water, and the Shekhinah
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over the water, as it is said "and the spirit of God hovered over the face of the
waters” (Gen. 1:2). And He divided the waters into three parts: a third hung on His

word, a third in the springs, and a third in the sea.

And He took a second Name and brought out of it three drops of light, and
divided [them]: one third in this world, and one in the world to come, and one for
the days of the Messiah.

And He took a third Name and brought out of it three drops of fire, and divided
[printed 19%.1, sic for 172M] them into three: from one the angels were created, and
from one the holy Hayyot, and from one fire that is not blown [cf. Job 20:26].
Thus the world was filled with water, light and fire: fire was at His right, light at His
left, water beneath Him. He took them and mixed them one with another: He took
fire and water and made the heavens (0°%); He took water and light and created
His Throne of Glory; He took fire and light and created from them the holy

Hayyot and the ministering angels.

As itis written "The LORD by wisdom (711217) founded the earth” (Prov. 3:19):
the number of 71127 is 73 [1"1]; these are the 73 Names of the Holy One, blessed
be He, engraved on the arm of the Holy One, blessed be He. There remained
seventy Names, each one of which can create one world. So we found in the
Midrash [on] "The LORD by wisdom founded the earth"; and I have received as it

is written in Sefer Yetsirah:

"Ten Sefirot belimah. One: the spirit of the living God" — explanation: the will of
His spirit and His desire. "Two: spirit from spirit" — spirit of His holiness from
spirit, air, and from the Holy Spirit — for spirit did not go out [unclear: printed

721 M XY XPW] to go to the seven winds; real spirit; and from speech spirit went
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out. "Three: water from spirit” — it is the moisture of the dampness of the speech.
"Four: fire from water" — it is the essence of the heat beside the speech. Five: height
and depth [printed NN 017 '77; the six directions follow]; seven: east; eight: west;

nine: south; ten: north.

And from the speech, when the world was only spirit, water, fire, He took fire and
water and mixed them together and created the heavens. And He called "Let there
be light” first — not that He needs light, for "the light dwells with Him" [Aram.:
MW Pnu XM (Dan. 2:22), and it is written "who covers Himself with light as
with a garment” (Ps. 104:2) — but as a man who builds a house [unclear: printed
T130] and lights a lamp to give light in the house, so He decreed upon the water to
give light to the clarity [unclear: N°5%%'] of the spirit — the air, which is like thick
fog (°974) — and when He speaks out of the fire [Deut. 4:33].

The fire — the spirit — is like a pillar of very fine smoke; and it is what surrounds
[the space] between heaven and earth. And it is divided: first, second in the
wilderness, third in the mountains, and fourth in the settled land; and they rule
[unclear: printed PuN] in the settled land — yet no eye can perceive it. Whoever
wishes to see it: in a house that has three windows, when the beam of the sun comes
out over the windows into the house, then he will see like a pillar [printed N2,

for N7nN2] the beam, bound and standing from the windows; and that is the air.

And in the winter days one sees with the eye a fine [vapour] that rises from the air
and fire; and it does not rise unless it enters its nature [unclear: 1NW2WV?] — into
water — and from the warmth of the earth which does not receive it, it appears as if
[the earth] puts it out. And further, in winter days, when the air is cold [and] the
body warm, breath [printed M1°1] goes out from a man's mouth like fine smoke;

but in summer days, when the air is warm and the body warm, the one is not
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01’2 [catchword]

distinguished from the other.

The heavens hang in the air, and the earth hangs from the air, and the sphere
revolves around it, and the earth does not move from its place. A parable: a wide
glass vessel with a narrow mouth; and [one puts in] a little vinegar [unclear: printed
y1121], or a dry leaf, or birds’ wings, or garlic peel, and [puts] his mouth to the
mouth of the vessel and blows wind with his strength until the vessel is filled with
wind; then what is in the vessel rises into the air, in the middle, up to the wind in it.

So the earth hangs in the air.

And the air is by nature moist; then [comes] the power of the sun by day — hot.
But at night, [if one] lies under the air [and] covers himself with a garment of wool
or leather, in the morning he will find moisture on it, like breath [printed Mi7°32,
unclear] from the mouth; the garment becomes moist as from breath — that s,
from the air which goes out of the mouth. This is air — the spirit — water from air.
And the Holy One, blessed be He — there is no likening Him; but one may make a
likeness [printed MN77] so that the hearer understands: so the breath [unclear:
N3] went out from the mouth of the Lord, and from its moisture the waters
streamed [printed 1M7]; by the power of the breath [printed M7°37] around the

fog that covers the rivers; from the warmth of the breath tohu and bohu was made.

This is the green line: it resembles [printed M772, for M7272] the green of the
rainbow, as when a man is at sea in a ship and a wave [is] above it; then he can look
at the green line — above reddish, at the ends [unclear: printed *0p ™1, for "1Xp2?]
of the heavens; below, black, beside the deep (tehom) — that is the place of
darkness. And in the depth of the sea one can look from end to end of the world
[unclear: printed NTIXD] — what is between heaven and earth — for the depths of

the sea are fifteen cubits higher than all the high mountains. And behold, in their



motion at sea a man climbs to the top of the mast to look at the curvature of the
earth; because of the height of the sea he will see. And behold, when a man is at sea

far from the land, he sees all the land before him like a bowl.

And from the foam of the waters they congealed with the ordinances of the waters
[unclear], and became snowy [unclear: 132Nw1] in mud and clay, and were hewn
like beds of spices in which kinds of spices [printed OU127] were sown, and they
have a border, a channel [unclear: 2°22], so that the spices do not mix — as "his
cheeks are like a bed of spices” (Song 5:13). This is "He set them as a wall”, like "and
the waters were a wall to them” (Exod. 14:22), like a pavement [unclear: 12°7Un0
MP1PU 19101] to set the rains on it. And clouds were round about the waters, as is

their custom; and there was darkness.

And there is no speaking of the light — how it came out from His speech. For
behold, we see fire and light and their colours in several aspects, and at times its
sound is heard, and we cannot grasp its essence; and how shall we grasp what is
hidden and concealed? But as our fathers handed it down to us, we will tell how He
commanded the waters to give light by His holy speech. And I tell you a parable
[printed N77X]: as a man who engraved the letters from the likeness of those angels
who were driven out, whom the Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked and cast down
from the heights of heaven; the first Adam found them, and sat and engraved their

likeness, from alef to tav. So the waters gave light from the angels that were in them.

And further: as a man lights a lamp in his house to give light, so when He created
His world by speech, the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded the clear [part] of
the waters to bring forth light to give light to His world. "And there was light" — a
wondrous form [unclear: printed X211 7°X%] in our hands, that the light was

created from the waters; for in many places the waters are called light, as it is said



"He spreads His cloud of light" (Job 37:11); "He covers [His] palms with light" (Job
36:32); like the eye ("1), [source of] light, and in it a spring (]°Un) of water — know
it: all of it in tears. My eyes [unclear]. Therefore light is called day (01) — an
expression of sea (), water. This is: "Let there be light — let the darkness of clouds
go", and the wind that binds over the waters and gives light between the shells
[unclear: MD*9P1]; for the heavens

[Catchword] on the day (D1°2)
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full scan image - full-res original (spread) - zoom: shield seal

¥ Hebrew transcription (read from scan)
> [folio] - 217371 PX°11 100 [header]
/%Y YN /I8P 7N :art: shield seal, upper right of text block — inscribed]
[see scan — 0N
AP OV D 19YRY 07AW 717D 11397 19°9p X232 Y P°na %320 03
MAXINA 0°71 X712 1277 NPM2A57 NRT IND2N IR MR 93 1721 : 72 b
121 39w 191 WM PR DWI 0°PRA DR D1pn w2 35w MARING P31 107 01

verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic].
[Header] Book of Raziel the Great - [Folio] 13 (3°)

[Art: a shield-shaped seal set into the upper right of the text, inscribed in three
bands: "Light — Regla'an [unclear: jX?31] / Earth upon / Water". See scan.]
[continuing from the catchword "on the day (01°2)" on p32:] ...[the heavens on the
day] like an egg [printed X232, for 11¥*22] in its case [unclear: P>N1]: the white rises
without a shell, like a ball; the heavens above, below the world, surrounded [up] to
the firmament, so. And between all the shells is light; and the lights were created

from the moisture of the speech.

He created water from the storehouses of water: rain and lightning, and the
storehouses of snow. There is a place where the waters give light, and there is no
darkness there; and so snow. And from rain that comes with lightnings — and the

lightnings are from the force of the luminous waters. And He called "light" (71X) on

account of air (7”1X) pierced out of darkness.

And light is needed with every work; therefore of all of them it is written "and it was
so", but of the light it is written "and there was light" — for all of them need light.
And of all of them it is written "and God saw that it was good", but of the light it is
written "and God saw the light, that it was good” (Gen. 1:4), for all of them need it
and its work. And He said "good" of the light and not of the heavens and the earth

and water, because His whole work was not yet finished; for He said only "Let there
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be light", and not "[let there be] heavens", nor "let the earth be", nor water.
Therefore "and it was so” is not written here, but only "and there was light". And
the river of fire (M3>7 7711) gave light between the shells, for from His speech the
light went out; and this comes before everything. This is “"The opening of Your
words gives light" (Ps. 119:130). And that light is sweet and hidden away for the
righteous, and they shall rejoice, as it is written "the light of the righteous rejoices”
(Prov. 13:9).

[Large word] THE WORLD: a third water, a third wildernesses, a third settled.
And further: earth, heavens, seas; and further: this world, the world to come and
the days of the Messiah; "and He bestows kindness" on all of them. And the
heavenly Jerusalem, which is in Zevul: three firmaments on this side and three on
that. And it is written "strong as a molten mirror” (Job 37:18). If so, why does one
not see on the one side? Because they are like an appearance of lead on the one side;
therefore they do not see. And it is written "and meted out the heavens with the

span" (Isa. 40:12) — three handbreadths.

And the Holy One, blessed be He, took clear fire and clear water and mixed them
and created the heavens; for He created the heavens [from] fire — "In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). And He prepared seven
dwellings (M13117) above and seven below. He stretched out the heavens above like
the great curtain [printed 13792, for T137192]. Vilon serves for nothing, as it is said
"who stretches out the heavens as a curtain” (Isa. 40:22). Vilon is like a hanging
which they put over the entrance of a palace: when the king enters his palace they
cover it, and when he goes out they remove it. So too the Vilon: when the dawn
rises and the sun goes out to serve, it goes up and covers the face of the first
firmament because of the sphere of the sun; and when the sun enters they remove

it, so that the moon, stars and constellations may enter to serve in the world.
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The House of Hillel says: the earth was created first. If so, why did [Scripture] open

with the heavens? Because of the order of the constellations (M?1n):

Nisan is first of the months of the year — fire; and fire is head of everything, for
light is first of all. Nisan is the beginning of the warmth of the year; and Taleh
(Ram) is fire, and it is the sign of Nisan — for [the order is] T-A-Q ["XU: fire,
earth(?), ...; unclear]. And after fire, earth: Shor (Bull), the sign of Iyyar, which is
earth [unclear: 1"2w]. And afterwards spirit (air): Teomim (Twins), the sign of
Sivan, which is spirit. And afterwards water: corresponding to Sartan (Crab), which
is the sign of Tammuz, which is water [unclear: 7"90]. And they go round again:
Aryeh (Lion), sign of Av — fire; Betulah (Virgin), sign of Elul — earth; Moznayim
(Scales), sign of Tishri — spirit; Aqrav (Scorpion), sign of Marheshvan — water;
Qeshet (Bow), sign of Kislev — fire; Gedi (Kid), sign of Tevet — earth; Deli
(Bucket), sign of Shevat — spirit; Dagim (Fish), sign of Adar — water. And your
mnemonic: ShShT PAB MAQ GDR [printed 71"73 p"Xn 2"XD N"WW; unclear].
Therefore in the verse the order is: heavens, earth — earth, spirit — "the spirit of

God hovered over the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2).

And as light was first, so Taleh is fire and was called first. And in Nisan they take up
[the funds of] the Chamber for the needs of the daily offerings, to buy lambs that

will have been inspected.

And when He called the light, He said to the prince of darkness: "Depart, for I wish
to create My world with light." He said to Him: "Why do You create it before me?”
He said to him: "If you do not depart, I will rebuke you and destroy you from the

world; for I create it with light — Taleh, which is fire, the sign of Nisan."
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He said: "After the light, what do You create?” He said to him: "You, darkness,
which is like Shor, the sign of Iyyar.” "And after that what do You create?” He said
to him: "Teomim, the sign of Sivan — man, who makes use of light and of
darkness; and in it I will give two tablets.” "And after it what?" He said to him:
"Sartan, which is water, the sign of Tammuz — for all need water.” "And after it
what?" He said to him: "Aryeh, the sign of Av — when a man gathers [strength,
unclear: y71n] he prevails like a lion." "And after it what?” He said to him:
"Betulah, the sign of Elul — that man will go to the depth [unclear: pr117]." "And
after it what?" He said to him: "Moznayim, the sign of Tishri — when a man is fat
[unclear: W] like a virgin, they weigh him in the scales.” "And after it what?" He
said to him: "Aqrav, the sign of Marheshvan — as they weigh him in the scales and
there are sins in him, they bring him down to Gehinnom, a place of snakes and
scorpions.” "And after it what?" He said to him: "Qeshet, the sign of Kislev — once
he goes down to Gehinnom he has no ascent; [but] once they seek mercy for him, I
throw him out of Gehinnom like an arrow from the bow.” "And after it what?" He
said to him: "Gedi, the sign of Tevet — lest you say: once he has gone down to
Gehinnom and come up he has no strength and they blacken his face; rather he
skips and goes up like a kid.” "And after it what?" He said to him: "Deli, the sign of
Shevat — for I throw pure water to purify them of their sins." "And after it what?"
He said to him: "Dagim, the sign of Adar — once he has come up from Gehinnom
he inherits the world to come, over which the eye has no power” [cf. fish, over

which the evil eye has no power]. So we found in the Midrash.

[Large word] AND NOW let us return to our former [subject]: Taleh — fire; in
Nisan they take up the Chamber for the need [of the offerings]. And Shor in Iyyar
— carth; for the deep (tehom) comes out from beneath in the likeness of a calf
crouching beneath the deep, as we say in [tractate] Ta'anit; therefore Solomon

made a likeness of a calf, [so] that the deep is beneath its feet.



Teomim, in Sivan, corresponds to spirit; for spirit (breath) goes out only in a matter
of death [unclear: M7 7272], or in a tree that blossoms [unclear]. Sartan, in
Tammuz, corresponds to water, where its growth [printed 12173] [is]. And all the
generations (products) of the earth depend on the constellations; therefore He put
the heavens before the earth; but the earth was created first. Up to here we will

explain the work of the earth.

Twelve constellations the Holy One, blessed be He, created; their light shines by day
and by night, but they are not seen by day because of the strength of the sphere of
the sun [printed 117, for 117]; and all of them are seen by night except for that
one on which the sun sits at the time of its rising, [with] the measure [printed N7,
for Nn?] of another sign together. Some of them are covered and some uncovered
[unclear passage]; in rising and setting a star from this one and from that, to this
one, and from this to this, upon this — all of it sets; this is the order of their rising:
Taleh and Moznayim — when Taleh stands in the east, Moznayim sets in the west.

Taleh: a star...

[Catchword] from Taleh (771"21n)
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¥ Hebrew transcription (read from scan)
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Source Library,

verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic].
[Header] Book of Raziel the Great

[continuing from the catchword "from Taleh (77"11)" on p31:] ...from Taleh sets
in the west. When a star of Moznayim (Scales) rises, Taleh (Ram) sets entirely;
[when] Moznayim sets entirely, there rise Shor (Bull) and Aqrav (Scorpion);
Teomim (Twins) and Qeshet (Bow); Sartan (Crab) and Gedi (Kid); Aryeh (Lion)
and Deli (Bucket); Betulah (Virgin) and Dagim (Fish). And all of them go out by
number and come in by number. How? They rise from the east by number and set
in the west by number, and none of them changes their order, and none enters the
boundary of its fellow. The sign that serves at the time of sowing does not serve at
the time of harvest; and that which serves at the time of winter does not serve in
summer; and that which serves in summer does not serve in the cold; and that

which serves in the cold does not serve at the time of heat.

[Large word] THIS is the order of their service: half Moznayim, Aqrav, and half
Qeshet — these serve at the time of sowing, 61 days. Half Qeshet, Gedi and half
Deli serve in the days of winter, 61 days. Half Deli, Dagim [printed 0°3] and half
Taleh — these serve in the days of cold, 61 days. Half Taleh, Shor and half Teomim
— these serve in the days of harvest, 61 days. Half Teomim, Sartan and half Aryeh
— these serve in the days of summer, 61 days. Half Aryeh, Betulah and half
Moznayim serve in the days of heat, 61 days. [Printed so: 6 x 61 = 366.]

The sages of Israel say: the firmament is made like a dome, and the sphere is fixed,
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and the signs revolve. The sages of the nations say: the sphere revolves and the signs
are fixed in it. And the sages answered their words: we have not found the Scorpion
in the south, nor the Wagon (Great Bear) in the north; the Wagon does not move

from its place, it does not revolve like a sphere.

And the mnemonic: T-A-Q [P"XW], fire; Sh-B-G [1"2W, sic for 1"2W], earth; T-M-D
[7"1nN], air (spirit); S-A-D [7"u0], water. And there is no man who knows the
essential root of the signs except the Holy One, blessed be He, who created them;
there is none to do as His works, as it is written "for what god is there in heaven or
on earth who can do according to Your works and Your mighty acts?" (Deut. 3:24).
And the order of the signs [is] to make known to His children His works, and to
bless Him over them. And it appears that the signs revolve, for it is called mazal as
from "mazzal” [unclear: PTXN, "going"]: that they go and bow down to His glory, as
it is written "and the host of heaven bows down to You" (Neh. 9:6); "for by the
breath of His mouth He made all their host" (Ps. 33:6).

Four above and below, corresponding to the twelve [signs] divided: four above and
below — TAQ fire, ShBG earth, TMD air, SAD [printed TU0] water — twelve
signs corresponding to them. The letter J, with which the judgements begin, which
is the end of the letters that are "armed"; three letters without "weapons” [unclear:
the crowned letters; 7200 ' Mi17]. And likewise twelve months, and twelve large
joints in the hands and feet, and twelve tribes, and twelve kings surrounding the
Throne of Glory, and twelve blessings added in every prayer, and twelve orders of
the Torah. These are they (Ps. 19:8-10): "The Torah of the LORD is perfect” (1),
"restoring the soul” (2), "faithful” (3), "making wise" (4), "right” (5), "rejoicing the
heart” (6), "pure” (7), "enlightening” (8), "clean” (9), "enduring” (10), "true" (11),
"righteous” (12).
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Therefore twelve hours in the day, that you should occupy yourself with these
twelve orders of Torah, and then bread to eat will be provided for you; for there are
twelve loaves of shewbread, which contain twenty-four tenths, given to the priests
who teach Torah twelve hours by day and twelve by night: twenty-four books.
Therefore it is placed next to "The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His
way" (Prov. 8:22): "She has slaughtered her slaughter, she has mixed her wine ... she
has sent out her maidens, she calls” (Prov. 9:2-3) — these are the priests; "Whoever
is simple, let him turn in here" (9:4) — behold, if he does not wish to occupy
himself with Torah, He chastises him. Therefore "Come, eat of my bread" (9:5) —
of the bread of Torah, of the bread of the shewbread, twelve loaves of shewbread.

And twelve praises of the Torah (Prov. 8:22—-25): "the beginning" (1), "before” (2),
"of old" (3), "from everlasting” (4), "from the beginning" (5), "from the earliest
times" (6), "when there were no [depths]” (7), "when there were no [springs]” (8),
"when there were no ..." (9) [sic: repeated], "before” (10), "before” (11), "while not
yet" (12). And further twelve: "His way" (1), "of His works" (2), "made" (3), "before
us" [unclear: 13°191] (4), "in His bosom" (5), "in the midst" (6), "when
strengthening” (7), "when He set” (8), "when He decreed” (9), "beside Him" (10),
"before Him" (11), "His earth" (12) — to say: the twelve signs He created for the

sake of the Torah.

And as the signs are divided into four, so the Torah — "to watch daily at my gates"
(Prov. 8:34): "when you sit" (1), "and when you walk" (2), "and when you rise" (3),
"and when you lie down" (4) (Deut. 6:7). And in a year there are four seasons
(tequfot), and a man is obliged to serve [unclear: WN&?] to study three seasons by
day and by night, from the 15th of Av until the 15th of Iyyar; therefore is placed
next to it "and give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes” (Exod.

15:26) [with] "on the fifteenth day of the second month" (Exod. 16:1); and it is
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021y [catchword]

placed next to it thus: that if he studies, the LORD will provide him all his needs.

And the child is covered: in its mother's womb three parts of the year, as the
number of b"r nt"t [unclear: "1 1"1] ... and likewise "the bones in the womb of
her that is full” (Eccl. 11:5); and he is circumcised at eight days; five months
[unclear: *w '19'] — 706 myriads [printed X127"wN] and 240 parts, divided
[unclear: 77NNN] to the hour. This is "the Rock that begot you you forgot ("wn)”
(Deut. 32:18) — [710 ,"wN]. And it is written "and you forgot the Torah of your
God, I too will forget your children” (Hos. 4:6). And further it is placed: "your
fathers ... the Rock that begot you, wN" — a hint to Abraham: "Look to the rock
from which you were hewn ... to Abraham" (Isa. 51:1-2). Abraham occupied
himself with Torah and was expert in the signs; "and He brought him outside”

(Gen. 15:5) — go out from your astrology.

And further, four drawn [unclear: 71wn] above and below corresponding to the
twelve signs divided: four above and below. On the side of TAQ — fire,
corresponding to above, all of which is fire; corresponding to above, wholly fire.
ShBG earth — corresponding to below, which are earth. TMD air — behold, it
operates above and below. SAD water — it too operates above and below. And the
clouds are air and water, as when a man blows in the days of rain, the breath of his
mouth is like a cloud, and it is water in the days of rain. And no plant is found in
any appearance except green, in its creation, because the rain is the husband of the
earth [Aram.: XUIX7 71743]; the earth desires, therefore it sprouts [something] like
it — green; for if you put rainwater in a stone vessel and it stays many days, it
becomes greenish. But in the days of heat, when the signs serve with the sun and the
[unclear: M3XPM] is found in the days of heat, when the signs serve with the sun, in
which [are] all kinds of rain — therefore the blossoms turn to all kinds of

appearances.



And why is TAQ first — fire? Because the heavens, which are the principal of
creation, are above; and the alef [unclear: X1'] in the heavens. TMD — air — ought
to have been [first], for air is above for all that fly; but the heavens are bound, and
likewise the earth, and both of them were made by His hand, as it is said "My hand
also has laid the foundation of the earth” (Isa. 48:13). The air, TMD, took hold of
earth, because the air is stirred up when it reaches the earth [printed N711]. And
the waters fourth, SAD, because the waters go down below, and in ruin to a low
place, as "and the heart of the people melted and became as water” (Josh. 7:5); and
the dew descends, as it is written "his heart melted and was brought low"; "He raises

up the poor from the dust” (Ps. 113:7).

And four seasons in the year: the season of Nisan — hot and moist [printed 7771?1];
the season of Tammuz — hot and dry; the season of Tishri — cold and dry; the

season of Tevet — cold and moist.

Four foundations of man: blood, phlegm, red [printed m17X] bile, black bile.
Cold, heat, summer, winter. There is [fire,] earth, water, air. Four are the bonds
[unclear: M0 of the body: blood and phlegm and red bile and black bile; and

the seasons correspond to them: cold and heat and summer and winter.

[Catchword] and the world (D?1u771)
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verified against scan — Al-assisted draft

Al-assisted draft translation, not a scholarly edition. Literal. Uncertain readings are

marked [unclear]; apparent misprints [sic].
[Header] Book of Raziel the Great - [Folio] 14 (7°)

[continuing from the catchword "and the world (D211M)" on p34:] ...and the
world was created from fire and earth and air and water: red [printed 7m17X] bile,
which corresponds to fire; and the black, corresponding to earth; and the phlegm,
corresponding to water; and the blood, corresponding to air (spirit) — for "the
blood is the soul” (Deut. 12:23), and the soul is the death [sic? printed Mn71]. And
turther I will teach you the interpretation of the creation of the foundations

[printed MMO°1, for MTO’] of the world:

First the spirit was created, from the spirit of the Creator of all. And from the spirit
that was created, the water and the air were created. And from the water the fire and
the snow were created. And from that fire, which was created from the water, the
heavens were created; and from the snow, which was created from the water, the
earth was created. And after the earth was created: the heavens, the spirit of life, and
the heavens. And the air is born from the heavens — heat and dryness, which
corresponds to fire; and from the air spirit is born; and from the earth dryness and

cold are born; and from the water moisture and cold are born.

So the four foundations of the body are created. The spirit of life — its father and
mother — [is] from the spirit of the Creator of all; and from the spirit of life of
father and mother the seed is created; and the blood corresponds to water [sic], and

the blood corresponds to air. From the seed which father and mother bring forth,
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the red bile is created; and the phlegm, which is like snow, is created; from this, the

black [bile].

By the word of the LORD the world was water in water [printed 0°21 0°12], and
spirit and fire and air beside Him like a kind of throne upon the water; and the
King of Glory sat on it. And the Torah was written in white fire upon black fire, on
His arm; and the Torah lay in His bosom, hidden, and [was His] delight. And the
throne stood by the word of His mouth, for the Hayyot had not yet been created.
From the Garden at His right; and in the middle the curtain spread out, of light,
and in it was depicted every image of creatures; and souls stored in a sack beneath
the throne. And Gehinnom at His left; and in it seven bitter things [unclear:

" Mn]. Repentance stands between Garden and Garden [sic] and Eden; and the
Temple in a hollow [unclear: *111] before Him, and the Shekhinah of His glory in
the middle; there the name of King Messiah is engraved upon a precious stone that

is on the altar; and the spirit of God bears it.

Before He created the world, He took counsel with the Torah, whose name is
Tushiyyah (wisdom), to create the world. She answered: "Create angels, who do not
sin; and one was in their counsel [unclear: 07102]; and do not give me into the
hand of a man who drinks iniquity like water" (cf. Job 15:16). The Holy One,
blessed be He, answered: "I have created repentance as a healing for those who sin
against their souls — when they return they are healed; and the Temple to offer an
offering for their atonement; the Garden of Eden for the souls of the righteous;
Gehinnom for transgressors of the commandments of the Torah, [failing] to
occupy themselves with it; the Messiah to gather the exiles." At once she was
appeased. The Torah answered and said: "Master of the world, You are the God of
gods; who shall say to You, What do You do? If a king has no host, over what does
he reign?" And her words were pleasing to Him [cf. Ps. 104:34], in words of Torah,
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and He listened to her. And the firmament — heavens — and the glory of His
garment, the glory of His garment [sic: repeated], and they were stretched out as

firmaments, and seven lands of peoples.

[Large letter] H (7") — "Behold, to the LORD your God belong the heavens and
the heaven of heavens, the earth and all that is in it" (Deut. 10:14): the verse begins
with 77 and ends with 7. Between heaven and earth is a journey of 500 years; and so
is the thickness of each firmament; and so from earth to firmament; and so from

end to end.

And now, set your ear like Arpachshad [sic, printed N0297X2] and hear the voice
of my words, and put the fear of Heaven in your heart, and you will understand
and discern the matter of this world. He took snow from beneath the Throne and
threw it upon the waters, and the waters congealed and became the dust of the
earth; for "to the snow He says, Be (177) earth” (Job 37:6) — written "hoi", it is "hu"
earth. And whence came that snow? By the speech of the great King the waters
congealed; the white in them became storehouses of snow; and He takes snow from
beneath the Throne, to say "and the earth is My footstool” (Isa. 66:1). And as snow
is white, and when it melts its water is turbid, so all creatures are white and good in
appearance, and at the end return to dust. And as snow has six horns [unclear: ™1
N117P], so all the work of the earth: six days; and for the earth six statutes: "seedtime

and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter" (Gen. 8:22).

And it says in Sefer Yetsirah: "water from spirit; He engraved and hewed in them
tohu and bohu, mire and clay; He made them like a kind of bed, set them up like a
wall, surrounded them like a pavement, and poured snow upon them, and it
became dust”, as it is said "for to the snow He says, Be earth". Tohu: this is the green

line that surrounds the world. Bohu: these are the smoothed [unclear: MN?197)]
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7w [catchword]

stones sunk in the deep, from which the waters come out.

Explanation: "water from the spirit of His mouth"” — the moisture to one side
[unclear: 712]; and He hewed in them tohu, which is the green line that surrounds
the world, like the green on the face of the water; and in them smoothed, moist
stones from which water comes out, for they were created from water. And a man
who does not believe this — that one can create stone from water — let him take a
copper vessel [printed 223] and make a copper stone [unclear], and take clear water
and boil it on the fire, and whatever the water loses let him add more water to it for
many years; and let him break the copper vessel, and he will find a stone in it. And
so in man and beast you will find small stones from the moistures of the body; the
bitterness of the blow [unclear: 72171 MN1] becomes a stone, in the liver [printed
7227] or in the kidneys or in another place. How much more so the Holy One,
blessed be He, who is "a consuming fire" (Deut. 4:24): by His words the waters
became mountains and rocks and dust, when He separated its moisture and
brought water out of it. And the dust came to be; and the tohu that surrounds is
visible to whoever studies it; and in it are held the pillars of the heavens, which are

the offspring of fire, with the pillars of the earth, which came out of the water.

And when the waters gathered together they made mire and clay and dust, and He
made them like a kind of bed in the depth, and set them up like a wall, and
surrounded them like a pavement by the force of that mire and clay, like a piece of
pavement, and poured snow on them, and they congealed and became dust, as it is
said "for to the snow He says, Be earth”. This is what is said in Sefer Yetsirah: "He
made substance from tohu" — from what was tohu He made substance; and mire

and clay and earth He fixed in them, for they have substance.

So He made the earth, and created the Rock (71¥77) over the deep, and engraved



upon it the Explicit Name in 42 letters, and fixed it on the face of the deep to hold
back its waters. And your mnemonic: in two letters; and everything is sealed with
His Name: heavens [and] earth with Ehyeh — "I am thatIam" (Exod. 3:14); EH
below, YH above, corresponding to the Crown; the Throne sealed with YH,
YHWH — three letters of fire and flame; with YHWH He created heaven and
earth. Therefore its beginning [is] YH: "Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be
glad” (Ps. 96:11) [initials spell Mi*], for by His great Name everything is borne. "I
am the LORD who makes all" (Isa. 44:24).

And the shard [printed 17X71, for M¥/077] on which the 42 letters were sealed
lies over the deep so that the waters should not rise. But when the generation of the
Flood sinned, He took the shard, and at once "all the fountains of the great deep
were broken up” (Gen. 7:11). And when David dug the foundations [’1*wi7] he
found the shard and said: "Woe is me, in vain have I toiled over this" — upon it the
Temple was to be founded. The shard rolled away and the waters came out and
filled the whole world. David fell on his face and said: "A Song of Ascents. Out of
the depths I have called You, O LORD" (Ps. 130:1); and the foundations went

down very deep, and he raised [them] with fifteen [Songs of Ascents].

[Catchword] Song (7°w)



